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1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 5, 2001 
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3,D ^t^^T° n iS l Z C u° nditi0n f ° r al,0wance m # for formaI otters, Prosecution as to the merits is 
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5)D Claim(s) 



6) 53 Claim(s) U10 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 
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is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, wedge-shaped supplementary block 
of Claim 10 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 

No new matter should be entered. 

Specification 

2. Claim 1 0 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim cannot depend from every preceding claim. See MPEP § 608.0 l(n). 
Accordingly, the claim has not been treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. practice. 
They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are replete with 
grammatical and idiomatic errors. 
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Regarding claims 1-10, the phrase "characterized in that" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim 2, lines 3-4 recite "it being preferably possible for each of the cube faces to be used as a 
horizontal upper face". It is unclear as to what limitation(s) are being put forth. 

Claim 3, lines 3-4 recite "provision being made to rotate the molded block..."; it is unclear as to 
what structural limitations are being recited. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rinninger # 
4,792,257. 

Rinninger, as cited by the Applicant, discloses a paving stone comprising: 
A molded concrete block (1) for covering an area with paving stones. 



• 
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Said molded block having substantially planar faces. 

At least one face having a rounded or clothodial portion over a large area running toward at least 
one side edge. Said molded block has a single or multiple cube shape. 

In regards to Claims 2, 3, 5-9 Rinninger discloses the molded block is in the form of a cube with 
an edge length (L) or (2L) and a width of (L). Rinninger further discloses the molded blocks can 
have a clothodial surface on at least two opposing surfaces and that at least one edge can be 
irregularly rounded and have a reduced side edge (4). See figs. lb-3b, 4; col. 3, line 30-col. 4, 
line 68. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rinninger # 



4,792,257. 

Rinninger discloses a plurality of rectangular, molded blocks (3, 3', H, J) each having a length 



that greater the width in a preferred embodiment. Although Rinninger does not positively 
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the L/W ratio, it appears from fig. 4 that the length of blocks (J, H) are approximately 4 times the 
width. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to provide a 
paving stone of Rinninger with a supplemental paving stone having a different length, in order to 
vary the pattern of the paved surface and thereby avoid a monotonous appearance. 
See col 1, lines 54-col. 2, line 19. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Milot et al. # 6,168,347 discloses a set of paving stones. Scheiwiller # 4,627,764 
discloses a paving stone. Loov # 4,445,802 discloses a system of prefabricated elements. 
Hagenah # 4,773,790 discloses a concrete stone. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Raymond Addie whose telephone number is (703) 305-0135. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 6:30 am to 3:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will, can be reached on (703) 308-3870. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-3597. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 




C_ Thomas B. Will 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 
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